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up the legs. The close texture of the linen prevents them 
creeping through, which they can easily do through the more 
open texture of cloth or flannel ; and the white surface enables 
one to see them and brush them off. 

A hip-jacket of linen is also desirable ; and a “solar topee ” is 
the best head-dress for a hot climate. For ridmg among agar- 
rapatas I should prefer boots with long canvas tops, to draw over 
the trowsers, and fasten above the knee. I hope these hints 
may be of use to any ornithologist contemplating an expedition 
to countries where these animals are met with. The health of 
a traveller much depends upon his comfort; and the bites of 
insects are often apt to bring on fever. 

I did not see much of the fishes of Honduras. At Coma- 
yagua a native went out and shot a few for us, in the river, with 
a bow and arrow. At the Lake of Yojoa we caught some, about 
half a pound weight: they were excellent eating. Fonseca Bay 
is full of fish; but we had great difficulty in persuading the 
natives to go out and catch any, although we promised to 
pay them well for all they brought. The exertion was too 
great for the lazy rascals. 


[To be continued. 


111.—On the Eggs of Two Raptorial Birds from the Falkland 
Islands. By Pure LUTLEY SCLATER. 


(Plate I.) 


For the accompanying plate, representing the eggs of two 
species of raptorial birds of which specimens have lately been 
received in England for the first time, we are indebted to the 
liberality of Mr. J. H. Gurney, who, as many of our readers 
know, loses no opportunity of diffusing knowledge concerning 
this Order of Birds, to which he has devoted so mueh attention. 

In the ‘ Proceedings of the Zoological Society’ for last year 
(1859, p. 93), is a paper by Mr. Gould on “ Birds from the 
Falkland Islands, with descriptions of the eggs of some of the 
species, from specimens collected principally by Captain C. C. 
Abbot, of the Falkland Islands Detachment.” The specimens 
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now figured are from a second collection forwarded by the same 
gentleman, and belong to the following species :— 


1. MiLvaco austrauıs. (Plate I. figs. 1 and 2.) 

The small group of Falconide to which this bird belongs is 
strictly American, and mostly confined to the southern portion 
of the continent, or Neotropical region, one of them only (Poly. 
borus tharus) extending its range into northern America. Their 
carrion-feeding habits and the protrusion of the naked craw 
when gorged, in some of the species, have caused them to be 
generally arranged next to the Vultures, with. the rank of a 
subfamily, Polyborine. 

The present bird is only found in the Falkland Islands and 
the rocks of Diego Ramirez and adjoining islets, where 1t 1s 
extremely numerous. Mr. Darwin has given an interesting 
account of its bold and fearless habits. It builds, as he informs 
us, on the rocky cliffs of the sea-coast, but only on the outlying 
islets. The eggs sent by Capt. Abbott are generally of a deep 
red-brown colour, traversed with dark blotches and seratches, 
as in that represented by figure 1. Figure 2 is taken from 
what is stated to be “a very rare variety” of this egg, being 
nearly white, with mere obsolete indications of darker colouring. 
It is also larger in dimensions, and more elongated in form, than 
the ordinary dark specimens of the egg of this bird. 

There are at present two fine specimens of Milvago australis 
living in the Gardens of the Zoological Society, and likewise 
examples of Polyborus tharus and Milvago chimango, both be- 
longing to the same pecyliar subfamily: 


2. Burro ERYTHRONOTUS. (Plate I. fig. 3.) 

This Buzzard, originally described by Capt. King as Haliaétus 
erythronotus *, seems to have a very wide range in the New 
World. From Cape Horn and the Falkland Islands it appears 
to extend all up the western coast of America into Mexico, 
specimens having been procured by Botteri at Orizaba, and 
by Boucard in the State of Oaxaca, within the confines of 


* Zool. Journ. 111. p. 424. See Strickland’s * Ornithological Synonyms,’ 
p. 34, for its other names. 
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that republic*, which are apparently referable to this species. 
Whether Mr. Cassin’s Buteo cooperit of California, founded on 
a single immature specimen, is really distinct, is perhaps ques- 
tionable. In Brazil and eastern South America, its place is 
occupied by the nearly allied Buteo albicaudatus (Falco pterocles, 
Temm. Pl. Col. 56 et 139), which, however, never seems to 
assume the deep-red back characteristic of the adult Buteo 
erythronotus. In the Falkland Islands, according to Mr. Darwin, 
this bird “ preys chiefly upon rabbits, which have run wild and 
abound over certain parts of the islands.” As to its manner of 
nesting, I regret to say we have no information, the eggs having 
been identified by being labclled as belonging to specimens of 
the bird sent with it. 

As represented in the third figure of our plate, these are of a 
greyish white, blotched and marked, principally towards the 
larger end, with two shades of umber-brown. 


=> 


1V.—Note on Wallace’s Standard-wing, Semioptera wallacii. 
By Pair LUTLEY SCLATER. 
(Plate II.) 

In accordance with the promise of further information made in 
last year’s ‘Ibis,’ a representation is now given of the beautiful 
new Paradise-bird (or, as Mr. Gould terms it, Standard-wing) 
lately discovered by Mr. Wallace in the island of Batehian. By 
Mr. Gould’s kind permission, our plate is copied from the figures 
of this remarkable bird recently published in the third part of 
his ‘Supplement to the Birds of Australia” And by the same 
gentleman’s obliging loan of the typical examples, I am enabled 
to give a few remarks on its structure and natural affinities. 

Mr. G. R. Gray, who first brought the Standard-wing before 
the notice of the scientific world at the meeting of the Zoological 
Socicty held on the 22nd of March last, agrces with the discoverer 
in considering it to be a Paradiseine form “ approaching most 
nearly to the King-bird of Paradise” { (Cicinnurus regius). Mr. 

* See Proc. Zool. Soc. 1857, p. 211, and 1859, p. 389. 


+ PreAtcad. Se. Phil. viii: 9.288. 
+ See Proc. Zool. Soc. 1859, p. 130. 


